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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Game and Fisheries Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to 
appear before you today. 

Regardless of what you think, or how traditionalists and the public feel, about using semi-automatic 
guns for hunting, autoloaders and AR-style (modern style) rifles are becoming more and more 
accepted in hunting camps in all but one state in the country. Here in Pennsylvania, on page 18 of the 
Hunting Digest, hunters are greeted with this statement; 

Firearms & Devices - Unlawful to Use 
It is unlawful to hunt with 1) Automatic and semi-automatic (autoloading) rifles and handguns; 
2) air- or gas-operated rifles and handguns. 

We, Pennsylvania, are the 'only' state in the nation to have this general prohibition. The ONLY 
one! Yet, virtually every major firearm manufacturer is producing these guns in suitable calibers 
powerful enough for deer, hogs and bears. 

In every hunting camp, someone will invariably begin extolling the virtues of his personal choice in 
big game rifles where it's sure to start an animated discussion. While there are several action types in 
common use today, two of them the bolt action and semi-automatic rifles comprise the vast 
majority of rifle actions that hunters carry into the field, except here in PA. 

Modern rifle selection for today's hunter for all practical purposes will really boil down to just two 
things the shooter's style of hunting and the game he intends to hunt. 

Currently, in Pennsylvania, we allow semi-automatic shotguns to be used for hunting small game, 
migratory birds, turkey and deer in special regulation areas (ammunition specific), without incident. 

Other than that, the debate really is moot and boils down to whether or not Pennsylvania is going to 
cast off the vestiges of 19th  century prejudice and embrace an accepted and worthwhile technology. 

Technology: 

All modern rifles (single shot, lever, bolt and semi-auto) had their beginnings as military weapons. 
As with all military weapons, warriors became familiar with and respected them, and then adapted 
them for hunting use upon returning home. The bolt action is the older action style and traditionalists 
bring many good arguments in favor of the turn-bolt gun to the debate. The first successful design for a 
semi-automatic rifle is attributed to German-born gunsmith Ferdinand Ritter von Mannlicher, who 
unveiled the design in 1885. In 1906, Remington Arms introduced the "Remington Auto-loading 
Repeating Rifle." Remington advertised this rifle, renamed the "Model 8" in 1911, as a sporting rifle. 
The rifle was offered in .25, .30, 32, and .35 caliber models, and gained popularity among civilians as 
well as some law enforcement officials who appreciated the combination of a semi-automatic action 
and relatively powerful rifle cartridges. 

Many arguments that once favored bolt actions have fallen by the wayside as modern technology 
continued to incrementally overcome the semi-automatic rifle's original shortcomings. Two styles of 
semi-automatic rifles are typically used for hunting. The first is the traditional-style hunting rifle and 
the other is one with a military lineage, including the AR-is style rifle. 
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These rifles are reliable; after all, we equip our troops with the selective-fire, military versions, past 
and present, of some of these modern style rifles. They also can be extremely accurate, as they have 
proved, and continue to prove, again and again in various shooting competitions throughout the world. 
Once hunters get past the aesthetics, cosmetics and untruths surrounding the guns, they discover that 
semi-automatic rifles are wonderful firearms for hunting offering a plethora of advantages. 

It is important to note that semi-automatic guns are those which fire the round in the chamber, 
extract it, eject it, and load a new round into the chamber (if one is available in the magazine) and then 
require a separate pull of the trigger for each shot. Semi-autos will cock the gun at the same time, in 
preparation for the next shot. 

There is very little practical difference in 'rate of fire' between a PA legal pump action rifle, such as 
a Remington 760/7600, and the average semi-automatic rifle, such as a Remington 740/7400. 

States & Game Code Controls: 

In the accompanying chart, it is readily demonstrated that 49 of the 50 states in this nation accept 
the use of semiautomatic firearms for hunting. In a super majority of these states there isn't even a 
magazine limitation in place. Of the 14 states that do have magazine limitations on ammunition 
capacity most of those are the result of gun control statutes that already limit magazine capacity for all 
citizens and not one of specific game code regulation. 

Further, it is interesting to note that of the states with magazine limitations on ammunition capacity 
most do not require that magazines be permanently altered, when one is in the field, to that limitation 
of ammunition capacity. This places a trust and honor system upon hunters to act appropriately in the 
field. 

Many states also allow for the use of semiautomatic pistols, ammunition limitations apply, for the 
hunting and harvesting of game depending on the species as well. This is another important point since 
a semiautomatic handgun and revolver have, for all intents and purposes, the same rate of fire until 
their ammunition is expended. 

Practicality and Use: 

There are many advantages to the use of a semiautomatic firearm that is a plus for getting more 
individuals to feel comfortable about getting involved in hunting. One of the big downsides to a bolt-
action rifle when compared to a semi-automatic rifle is felt recoil, especially for new shooters who 
have a smaller stature. Larger calibers, from some favorite deer calibers such as the .30-06 on up, 
generate significant recoil that the average shooter may not tolerate well. Gas-operated semi-autos 
attenuate this recoil and soften the blow to one's shoulder. 

Another plus favoring semi-auto's is faster reloading for follow-up shots. All things being equal, 
firing a shot in Penn's woods requires a good bit of luck because the prevalent brush can easily disturb 
the flight of a well-aimed bullet resulting in wounded game. With a bolt action rifle or a lever action 
rifle one must disturb the site picture so that the action can be operated to reload which takes precious 
seconds away from a follow-up shot to humanely put down wounded game. The action on a 
semiautomatic firearm does not require one to lift one's eyesight away from the sights thus minimizing 
the likelihood that wounded game will be allowed to get away. When we combine less recoil, the 



minimizing of muzzle jump, faster loading and getting the sights or crosshairs on target for a second or 
third shot the semi-auto is hands-down the winner over the bolt action. 

Another advantage, on the plus side for modern sporting rifles, is their straight stock designs and 
muzzle brakes. These features help to attenuate muzzle jump and recoil for even faster follow up shots 
than the traditional semi-autos like the Model 740. Another feature is that semiautomatic military style 
firearms are easily adapted to the use of silencers, which can be an important safety tool (i.e. protection 
of hearing) as well as a respectful way to hunt without disturbing people unnecessarily. 

The removable box magazine is a notable convenience as well as a significant safety item. If you 
are doing a lot of getting in and out of vehicles, such as when calling predators, it makes loading and 
unloading the rifle simple. For the big-game hunter, an extra loaded magazine in a pocket provides a 
fast reload. Where it's legal, the ability to use a higher-capacity magazine can be helpful. 

The pistol grip design is another advantage for some hunting situations. For example, when calling 
predators it is a smart policy to keep the rifle up and ready. The pistol grip puts the hand in a more 
natural position and reduces hand fatigue. It may sound trivial here, but after a long day of coyote 
hunting it is anything but trivial to manage and limit fatigue. The pistol grip also provides a handle for 
an alternative way to carry a shorter-barreled rifle with the muzzle down. 

Semiautomatic rifles with a military lineage also provide the option of quickly switching scopes 
and, in many cases, for shifting to iron sights as an option. More than once I have seen a hunt ruined by 
a damaged scope. It takes less than a minute, in many cases, to switch to iron sights or another pre-
zeroed scope and one is back in the hunt. 

The ergonomics of military style semiautomatic firearms is another feature that benefits those of 
smaller stature and children by, in many cases, having an option for an adjustable buttstock that is a 
common option on many modern military style rifles. If a hunter has short arms and thick shoulders 
and heavy clothes to insulate one from the cold it can be difficult to shoot a firearm with a full-length 
stock. 

Safety: 

The discussions over the years have invariably led to a belief that allowing the use of semiautomatic 
firearms, in a general sense, to be used in Pennsylvania for hunting would lead to a less safe 
environment. In the attached chart it is clear that the hunting accident rate in the vast majority of states 
is less than Pennsylvania, and overall there is no correlation possible to indicate a connection between 
semiautomatic firearms in the accident rate afield. Moreover, these hunting accidents are not all 
firearms related as they include individuals falling out of trees and tree stands and other non-firearm 
related incidents. 

What is rarely discussed is the importance that a semiautomatic firearm presents when confronted 
by a dangerous situation in the woods if an individual is attacked by predators. While the likelihood of 
this occurring may be small, that does not diminish the importance of an individual having the latitude 
to make the decision that they would like to have a semiautomatic firearm as an option in these 
scenarios. Unfortunately, up to this point, Pennsylvania hunters are denied that life-saving option. 

We consider safety an essential element for all outdoor activities, and that is one of the areas where 
semiautomatic firearms shine as well since unloading a firearm is made easier and more predictable by 
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the ability to remove a detachable magazine and open the action of the firearm to verify that the 
chamber is empty, without having to cycle the bolt repeatedly to remove ammunition as is necessary in 
a bolt action rifle and lever action rifles. Also, semiautomatic firearms with the military lineage have a 
much more robust and definitive safety built into the trigger group, which provides for a greater degree 
of confidence in the mechanical action of the firearm. 

Closing Remarks: 

There is no merit to avoid taking action on this important change! While there are two bills before 
us, HB 366 (49 co-sponsors) and HB 223 (21 co-sponsors), we believe the best, and most appropriate, 
choice is HB 366 and recommend that you, Mr. Chairman, and this committee support that legislation 
and move it to the floor for a vote! 

It is long past due for Pennsylvania to join the community of states that recognize freedom of choice 
on behalf of the hunting community and cast off the mindset of bureaucratic prohibition, and prejudice, 
of an era long gone! In 2006, the legislature approved the lawful carrying of self-defense firearms, by 
hunters in the field, despite decades of bureaucratic mistrust. We believe embracing new technology is 
a furtherance of that common sense approach. 

On behalf of the organizations I represent, I thank you, Mr. Chairman and the committee members, 
for the opportunity to testify here today. 

The Allegheny County Sportsmen's League is a non-profit educational organization representing 45 sportsmen clubs, and 
is the voice of over 100,000 sportsmen in and around Allegheny County. Founded in 1921 the ACSL is dedicated to the 
preservation of our natural wildlife resources through hunting and fishing. The ACSL also teams with other pro-gun 
organization and works to preserve the fundamental Constitutional Right to Keep and Bear Arms as protected under 
Article 1, Section 21 of the Pennsylvania Constitution "Declaration of Rights" and the Second Amendment of the U S. 
Constitution. 
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