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To reduce the health risks of heat by establishing the National Integrated

M.

Heat Health Information System within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the National Integrated Heat Health Informa-
tion System Interagency Committee to improve extreme heat prepared-
ness, planning, and response, requiring a study, and establishing financial
assistance programs to address heat effects, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 27, 2023
MARKEY (for himself, Mr. Papinna, Ms. SINEma, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. FRINSTEIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
WiTeHousg, Mr. Kenny, and Mr. MERKLEY) introduced the following
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation
DECEMBER 17 (legislative day, DECEMBER 16), 2024
Reported by Ms. CANTWELL, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To reduce the health risks of heat by establishing the Na-

tional Integrated Heat Health Information System within
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and the National Integrated Heat Health Information
System Interagency Committee to improve extreme heat

preparedness, planning, and response, requiring a study,
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and establishing financial assistance programs to address

heat effects, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1= SHORT TITEE:

et of 20237 or the “Preventie HHATE Hhvess and

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

rotettal  justiee  coteertsT  Heahs o eottthty
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tion to address those problems; and a lack of ade-
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SEC. 4. NATIONAL INTEGRATED HEAT HEALTH INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM INFERAGENCY COMMITTEE:
PR ahed dhreet aeeneies represerted on the Comrrttee
to enstre a united Federal approach to redueimne health

B) Not fewer than 1 representative from
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by The Offiee of Oecennie

A The National Institate of
D The Buress of the Censas:
Gy From the Department of Health

ty and Health-
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members of the Committee;
mittee; and
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SEC. 5. NATIONAL INTEGRATED HEAT HEALTH INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM:
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slobal knowledee as it pertains to predieting and
ettt the tpaets of brereased beats
regarding the risks and impaets of imereased heat

and openly available; within the leeal rioht to redis-
ered Reeords Aet of 19507 and the Federal Bvi-
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relevant terms:
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5 muake available to the publie on & Federal
internet website of the National Oceanie and Atmos-
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9 tional Inteerated Heat Health Information System
10 Interageney Committee; establish and administer &
11 commnty heat resthenee proeram to provide fian-
12 el assistanee to elietble entities to earry out
13 projeets deseribed i subseetion {e) to amehorate
14 haman health impaets of extreme heat events:

15 2> Revaston—Upon eompletion of the stra-
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20 plan-

*S 2645 RS



O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
 loead eovernments:
spotse before and durtne a heat events

*S 2645 RS



[E—

27
t2) Fratine programs to suppert the develop-
3) Prejeets foeusthe on being responstre to

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

O TN NG T N T NS I NG R NS R N e T e e T e T e T e T
b A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

riskess

5} to suppert the establishment of work-
plans:

*S 2645 RS



[E—

28
heat events:

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

|\ IR O TR NG T NS R NS R L e T e T e T e T T - N
A LW O = O VOV 0 NN O R WD = O

*S 2645 RS



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

[\ TR NO T NS R NG T NG T NG R NS R e T e T e T e T T N
A N A WD = O O 0NN B W NN —= O

29
SEG: 8: AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Preventing Health
Emergencies And Temperature-related Illness and Deaths
Act of 20247 or the “Preventing HEAT Illness and Deaths
Act of 20247
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) EXTREME HEAT.—The term “extreme heat”
means heat that substantially exceeds local tempera-
ture norms in terms of any combination of the fol-
lowing:

(A) Duration.

(B) Intensity.

(C) Season length.
(D) Frequency.

(2) HEAT—The term “heat” means any com-
bination of the atmospheric parameters associated
with modulating hwman thermoregulation, such as
avr temperature, humidity, solar exposure, and wind

speed.
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(3) HEAT EVENT.—The term “heat event” means
an occurrence of extreme heat of 2 days or more that
may have heat-health implications.

(4) HEAT-HEALTII.—The term  “heat-health”
means health effects to hwmans from heat, during or
outside of heat events, including from vulnerability
and exposure, or the risk of such effects.

(5) PLANNING.—The term “planning” means ac-
tivities performed across timescales (including days,
weeks, months, years, and decades) with scenario-
based, probabilistic or deterministic information to
identify and take actions to proactively mitigate heat-
health risks.

(6) PREPAREDNESS.—The term “preparedness’
means activities performed across timescales with de-
ciston support tools to manage risk in advance of a
heat event and increased ambient temperature.

(7) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.—The term “Tribal
government” means the recognized governing body of
any Indian or Alaska Native tribe, band, nation,
pueblo, village, community, component band, or com-
ponent reservation, individually identified (including
parenthetically) in the list published most recently as

of the date of enactment of this Act pursuant to sec-
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tion 104 of the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe

List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131).

SEC. 3. NATIONAL INTEGRATED HEAT HEALTH INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE.—There 1is estab-
lished within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration an interagency committee, to be known as the
“National Integrated Heat Health Information System
Interagency Committee” (in this section referred to as the
“Commaittee”).

(b) PURPOSE.—The Committee shall coordinate agen-
cies represented on the Commitlee to execute, as appro-
priate, activities across such agencies to ensure a united
Federal approach to reducing health risks from heat.

(¢) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to carry out and
achieve the purpose described in subsection (b), the
Committee shall include the following:

(A) The Director of the National Integrated

Heat Health Information System.

(B) Not fewer than 1 representative from
each of the following:
(1) From the Department of Commerce,

the following:

*S 2645 RS
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(I) From the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, the
Jollowing:

(aa) The National Weather
Service.

(bb) The Office of Oceanic
and Atmospheric Research.

(cc) The National Environ-
mental Satellite, Data, and Infor-
mation Service.

(II) The National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

(I11) The Bureau of the Census.
(11) From the Department of Health

and Human Services, the following:

(I) The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, including the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health.

(I1) The Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices for Preparedness and Response.

(I11) The Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administra-

tion.
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(IV) The National Institutes of
Health.

(V) The Indian Health Service.
(111) From the Department of the Inte-

rior, the following:

(I) The Bureaw of Indian Affairs.

(Il) The Bureaw of Land Manage-
ment.

(I11) The National Park Service.

(IV) The Office of Hawavian Re-
lations.

(i) From the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the following:

(I) The Office of Air and Radi-
ation, if the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency deter-
mines appropriate.

(II) The Olffice of Research and
Development, if the Administrator de-
termines appropriate.

(I11) The Office of International
and Tribal Affairs.

(v) The Federal Ewmergency Manage-
ment Agency.

(vi) The Department of Defense.
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(vir) The Department of Agriculture.

(viir) The Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

(ix) The Department of Transpor-
tation.

(x) The Department of Energy.

(x1) The Department of Labor, includ-
g the Occupational Safety and Health
Admanastration.

(xi1) The Department of Veteran Af-

Jaars.

(x111) The Department of Education.

(xiv) The Department of State.

(xv) The United States Agency for
International Development.

(xvi) Such other Federal agencies as
the Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere considers appro-
priate.

SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES.—The

head of an agency specified in paragraph (1)(B)

shall, wm appointing representatives of the agency to

the Committee, select representatives who have exper-

tise in areas relevant to the responsibilities of the

Commattee, such as weather prediction, health vm-
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pacts, behavioral science, public health hazard pre-

paredness and response, or mental health services.

(3) CO-CHAIRS.—

(A) IN GENERAL—The members of the

Committee shall select 3 individuals from among

such members to serve as co-chairs of the Com-

mattee, subject to the approval of the Under Sec-

retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

(B) SELECTION.—

(1) INITIAL SELECTION.—Of the co-
chairs first selected, one shall be from the
Natronal Oceanic and Atmospheric Admain-
wstration, one shall be from the Department
of Health and Human Services, and one
shall be from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

(11) SUBSEQUENT SELECTION.—Subse-
quent co-chairs shall be selected from among
the members of the Committee, except the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
wstration  shall  have the opportunity to
maintain a co-chair position.

(C) TERMS.—Each co-chair shall serve for a

term of not more than 5 years.

*S 2645 RS
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(D) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CO-CHAIRS.—The
co-chairs of the Commattee shall, in consultation
with the Director of the National Integrated

Heat Health Information System—

(1) determine the agenda of the Com-
mittee, i consultation with other members
of the Committee;

(11) durect the work of the Committee;
and

(111) convene meetings of the Committee
not less frequently than once each fiscal
quanrter.

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CoMMITTEE—The Com-
mittee shall coordinate an integrated, Federal Government-
wide approach to reducing health risks and impacts of heat,
meluding by—

(1) developing the strategic plan required by sub-
section (e);

(2) coordinating across Federal agencies on heat-
health communication, engagement, research, service
deliwvery, and workforce development; and

(3) building capacity and partnerships with
Federal and non-Federal entities.

(¢) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

*S 2645 RS
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commattee
shall submit to Congress and make available on a
public website a 5-year strategic plan that outlines
the goals and projects of the Committee, including
how the Commaittee will 1mprove coordination and in-
tegration of interagency Federal capacity and capa-
Dilities to address health risks of heat, including—

(A) a strategy for improving and coordi-
nating existing Federal data collection and data
management to include sharing of data and sta-
tistics on heat-related illnesses and mortalities
and other impacts to inform heat-related activi-
ties;

(B) a strategy for improving and coordi-
nating Federal activities to understand user
gaps and needs, conduct research, foster innova-
twe solutions, and provide actionable informa-
tion and services; and

(C) mechanisms for financing heat plan-
ning and preparedness within such agencies as
the Commattee considers appropriate.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The head of an agency

represented on the Committee may implement the

*S 2645 RS
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39
portions of the strategic plan required by paragraph
(1) that are relevant to that agency.

(3) UPDATES.—Not later than 5 years after the
submission of the strategic plan requirved by para-
graph (1), and every 5 years thereafter, the Com-
mittee shall brief Congress on an update of the plan,
which shall include progress made toward goals out-
lined in the previous plan and new priorities that
emerge.

(f) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the responsibil-

ities of the Commattee, the Commattee shall consult with rel-

evant—

(1) regional, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments;

(2) international organizations and partners;

(3) research institutions;

(4) nongovernmental organizations and associa-
tions;

(5) medical experts with expertise in emergency
response; and

(6) environmental health, economic or business

development, or other stakeholders.

*S 2645 RS



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

[\ TR NO T N TR NG T NO I NS I NS R S e e T e e e T e T
AN LN A WD = O O XN N N BNNWND = O

40

SEC. 4. NATIONAL INTEGRATED HEAT HEALTH INFORMA-

TION SYSTEM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Under Secretary of Com-

merce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall establish within the
Natronal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration a sys-
tem, to be known as the “National Integrated Heat Health
Information System” (NIHHIS) (in this section referred
to as the “System”).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the System 1is to reduce

heat-related impacts by—

(1) improving the delivery of data, information,
Jorecasts, warnings, predictions, and projections re-
lated to temperature and extreme heat and related
mpacts;

(2) through the Office of Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric  Research, developing science-based solutions
and tools to 1mprove impact-based decision support
services for heat impacts to human life, property, and
the United States economy; and

(3) supporting a research program on heat
health, wn coordination with the agencies represented
on the National Integrated Heat Health Information
System Interagency Commaittee.

(¢) DATA MANAGEMENT.—
(1) AVAILABILITY.—The data and metadata as-

sociated with the System shall be fully and openly

*S 2645 RS
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available, within the legal right to redistribute, in ac-
cordance with chapter 31 of title 44, United States
Code (commonly known as the “Federal Records Act
of 19507), and the Federal Ewvidence-Based Policy-
making Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-435;132 Stat.
5529) and the amendments made by that Act, to
maximize use of such data to support the goals of the
System.

( 2 ) NATIONAL CENTERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IN-
FORMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall
manage, maintarn, and steward archiwal data
and metadata associated with the System within
the National Centers for Environmental Infor-
mation.

(B) WARNING COORDINATION METEOROLO-
GIST.—The Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere shall designate at least
one warning coordination meteorologist, as de-
seribed in section 405 of the Weather Research
and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15
U.S.C. 8545), at the National Centers for Envi-

ronmental Information.

*S 2645 RS
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SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There 1s authorized to be appropriated to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to carry out sec-
tions 3 and 4, including for any administrative costs for
the National Integrated Heat Health Information System
Interagency Commattee and the National Integrated Heat
Health Information System, $5,000,000 for each of fiscal

years 2025 through 2029.
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A BILL

To reduce the health risks of heat by establishing
the National Integrated Heat Health Information
System within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the National Inte-
grated Heat Health Information System Inter-
agency Committee to improve extreme heat pre-
paredness, planning, and response, requiring a
study, and establishing financial assistance pro-
erams to address heat effects, and for other pur-
poses.
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