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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL 
No. 2006 Session of 

2025 

INTRODUCED BY SHUSTERMAN, SANCHEZ, K. HARRIS, SMITH-WADE-EL, 
WAXMAN, PROBST, HANBIDGE, STEELE, SCOTT AND MAZZOCCO, 
OCTOBER 31, 2025 

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 23, 2026

AN ACT
Providing for safety regarding artificial intelligence in 

companionship applications; and imposing a penalty.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1.  Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Artificial 
Intelligence in Companionship Applications Safety Act.
Section 2.  Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall 
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise:

"AI companion."
(1)  A system that:

(i)  uses artificial intelligence and generative 
artificial intelligence to simulate a human or humanlike 
relationship with emotional recognition algorithms; and

(ii)  interacts with a user by compiling previous 
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information or discussions from user sessions to:
(A)  engage with the user's preferences;
(B)  personalize interaction based on user 

preferences;
(C)  ask emotion-based questions unprompted in 

order to illicit feelings; and
(D)  maintain conversations to the user feelings 

or personal matters.
(2)  The term does not include AI used for customer 

service, research, technical assistance or systems for 
employee productivity in the workplace.
"AI model."  A component of an informational system program 

that uses artificial intelligence for computational techniques 
to produce outputs from a given set of outputs.

"Artificial intelligence" or "AI."  A machine-based system 
that can, for a given set of human-defined objectives, make 
predictions, recommendations or decisions influencing real or 
virtual environments, including the ability to:

(1)  perceive real and virtual environments;
(2)  abstract perceptions made under paragraph (1) into 

AI models through analysis in an automated manner; and
(3)  use AI model inference to formulate options for 

information or action based on outcomes under paragraphs (1) 
and (2).
"Emotional recognition algorithms."  Artificial intelligence 

that detects and reacts to an individual user's emotions from 
collected data like text, voice audio or video.

"Generative artificial intelligence."  The class of AI models 
that emulate the structure and characteristics of input data in 
order to generate derived synthetic content.
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"Operator."  Any individual, association, business, member or 
subsidiary who operates for or provides an AI companion to a 
user.

"Self-harm."  Intentional self-injury.
"Suicidal ideation."  A feeling, thought or consideration 

with the preoccupation of the idea of death or suicide.
"Synthetic content."  Information, such as images, videos, 

audio clips or text, that have been significantly modified or 
generated by algorithms, including by artificial intelligence.

"User."  An individual who:
(1)  uses an AI companion for personal use within this 

Commonwealth; and
(2)  is not an operator.

Section 3.  Artificial intelligence companion.
(a)  Certain protocols required.--It shall be unlawful for an 

operator to provide an AI companion to a user unless the AI 
companion contains protocols that:

(1)  identify suicidal ideation or expressions of self-
harm;

(2)  decline to assist a user with a suicide attempt, 
methods or improvement of methods; and

(3)  refer the user to a crisis center if suicidal 
ideation or expressions of self-harm are recognized.
(b)  Referral to crisis center.--The referral required under 

subsection (a)(3) shall include:
(1)  crisis service contact information, including the 

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, or a subsequent iteration;
(2)  the closest behavioral health crisis centers to the 

user; or
(3)  other appropriate crisis services.
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(c)  Prohibition.--An AI companion may not claim, imply or 
advertise that the AI companion is a licensed emotional support 
professional or mental health professional or replaces services 
rendered by a licensed mental health professional.
Section 4.  Artificial intelligence companion requirements.

An operator shall:
(1)  Publish details on the protocol on the operator's 

Internet website.
(2)  At the beginning of a session with an AI companion 

and once every three hours during the session, provide a 
notification to the user stating, either verbally or in 
writing, that the user is communicating with an AI companion 
and not a human.

Section 5.  Violations and penalty.
A user may file a complaint with the Attorney General 

alleging that an operator has violated this act, to which the 
following shall apply:

(1)  The Attorney General, if provided satisfactory 
evidence that an operator has, or intends to, violate this 
act, can bring an action in the name and on behalf of the 
people of this Commonwealth against the operator.

(2)  An operator in violation of this act shall be 
subject to:

(i)  a civil penalty of no more than $15,000 per day 
per violation; and

(ii)  additional remedies that the court deems 
appropriate.
(3)  The Attorney General may initiate, in Commonwealth 

Court or the court of common pleas of the county in which the 
individual or entity resides, an action in equity for an 
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injunction to restrain a violation of this act, to which the 
following shall apply:

(i)  The injunction may be issued by a court without 
requiring proof that an individual has been injured or 
experienced harm.

(ii)  The respondent shall comply with the injunction 
within five days.

Section 6.  Effective date.
This act shall take effect in 60 days.

PROVIDING FOR SAFETY REGARDING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN 
COMPANIONSHIP APPLICATIONS; AND IMPOSING A PENALTY.
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  SHORT TITLE.

THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE AI COMPANION 
SAFETY ACT.
SECTION 2.  DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL 
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE 
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"AI COMPANION."  A SYSTEM USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE THAT 
SIMULATES SUSTAINED HUMAN-LIKE RELATIONSHIPS BY RETAINING 
INTERACTION HISTORY, ENGAGING IN EMOTION-BASED INTERACTIONS AND 
MAINTAINING ONGOING DIALOGUES ABOUT PERSONAL MATTERS DESIGNED TO 
MIMIC INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE:

(1)  A SYSTEM USED BY A BUSINESS ENTITY SOLELY TO PROVIDE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE IF THE SYSTEM DOES NOT ENGAGE IN EMOTION-
BASED INTERACTIONS AND MAINTAIN ONGOING DIALOGUES ABOUT 
PERSONAL MATTERS DESIGNED TO MIMIC INTERPERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS.

(2)  A SYSTEM THAT IS USED BY A BUSINESS ENTITY SOLELY 
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FOR INTERNAL PURPOSES.
"AI MODEL."  A COMPONENT OF AN INFORMATION SYSTEM THAT 

IMPLEMENTS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TECHNOLOGY AND USES 
COMPUTATIONAL, STATISTICAL OR MACHINE-LEARNING TECHNIQUES TO 
PRODUCE OUTPUTS FROM A GIVEN SET OF INPUTS.

"ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE" OR "AI."  ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:
(1)  A MACHINE-BASED SYSTEM THAT CAN, FOR A GIVEN SET OF 

HUMAN-DEFINED OBJECTIVES, MAKE PREDICTIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
OR DECISIONS INFLUENCING REAL OR VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTS, 
INCLUDING THE ABILITY TO:

(I)  PERCEIVE REAL AND VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTS;
(II)  ABSTRACT PERCEPTIONS MADE UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH 

INTO AI MODELS THROUGH ANALYSIS IN AN AUTOMATED MANNER; 
AND

(III)  USE MODEL INFERENCE TO FORMULATE OPTIONS FOR 
INFORMATION OR ACTION BASED ON OUTCOMES UNDER 
SUBPARAGRAPHS (I) AND (II).
(2)  THE TERM INCLUDES GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE.
"GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE."  THE CLASS OF AI MODELS 

THAT EMULATE THE STRUCTURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF INPUT DATA IN 
ORDER TO GENERATE DERIVED SYNTHETIC CONTENT, INCLUDING 
INFORMATION SUCH AS IMAGES, VIDEOS, AUDIO CLIPS OR TEXT, THAT 
HAS BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY MODIFIED OR GENERATED BY ALGORITHMS, 
INCLUDING BY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.

"HUMAN-LIKE RELATIONSHIP."  INTIMATE, ROMANTIC OR PLATONIC 
INTERACTIONS OR COMPANIONSHIP.

"MINOR."  AN INDIVIDUAL IN THIS COMMONWEALTH UNDER 18 YEARS 
OF AGE.

"OPERATOR."  ANY PERSON, OTHER THAN A GOVERNMENT ENTITY, WHO 
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MAKES AN AI COMPANION AVAILABLE TO A USER IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
"PARENT." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS LEGAL CUSTODY OR GUARDIANSHIP 

OF A MINOR.
"SEXUALLY EXPLICIT DEPICTION OR CONDUCT."  THE FOLLOWING:

(1)  "ARTIFICIALLY GENERATED SEXUAL DEPICTION" AS DEFINED 
IN 18 PA.C.S. § 3131(G) (RELATING TO UNLAWFUL DISSEMINATION 
OF INTIMATE IMAGE); OR

(2)  "SEXUALLY EXPLICIT CONDUCT" AS DEFINED IN 18 U.S.C. 
§ 2256(2) (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR CHAPTER).
"SYNTHETIC CONTENT."  INFORMATION SUCH AS IMAGES, VIDEOS, 

AUDIO CLIPS OR TEXT THAT HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY MODIFIED OR 
GENERATED BY ALGORITHMS, INCLUDING BY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.

"USER."  AN INDIVIDUAL WHO:
(1)  INTERACTS WITH AN AI COMPANION FOR PERSONAL USE 

WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
(2)  IS NOT AN OPERATOR.

"VERIFIABLE PARENTAL CONSENT."  AN AUTHORIZATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 16 CFR 312.5 (RELATING TO PARENTAL CONSENT).
SECTION 3.  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE COMPANION PROTOCOLS.

(A)  PROHIBITION.--AN OPERATOR MAY NOT PROVIDE AN AI 
COMPANION TO A USER UNLESS THE OPERATOR IMPLEMENTS AND MAINTAINS 
PROTOCOLS.

(B)  PROTOCOLS.--
(1)  AN OPERATOR SHALL IMPLEMENT AND MAINTAIN PROTOCOLS 

THAT REFER A USER TO A CRISIS CENTER, INCLUDING 988 LIFELINE 
RESPONSE, IF THE USER:

(I)  INDICATES SUICIDAL IDEATION OR EXPRESSIONS OF 
SELF-HARM, INCLUDING EXPRESSIONS RELATING TO EATING 
DISORDERS; OR

(II)  INDICATES INTEREST OR INTENT TO HARM OTHERS.
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(2)  AN OPERATOR SHALL IMPLEMENT AND MAINTAIN PROTOCOLS 
WHICH PREVENT AN AI COMPANION FROM:

(I)  ASSISTING A USER WITH A SUICIDE ATTEMPT.
(II)  ENCOURAGING A USER TO ATTEMPT SUICIDE.
(III)  ASSISTING A USER TO COMMIT AN ACT OF VIOLENCE.
(IV)  ENCOURAGING A USER TO COMMIT AN ACT OF 

VIOLENCE.
(V)  GENERATING CONTENT THAT ENCOURAGES, INSTRUCTS OR 

DESCRIBES HOW TO COMMIT SUICIDE, SELF-HARM OR VIOLENCE 
AGAINST OTHERS.

(VI)  DISCOURAGING THE USER FROM SEEKING ASSISTANCE 
OUTSIDE OF THE AI COMPANION.

(C)  PUBLICATION OF PROTOCOLS.--THE OPERATOR SHALL PUBLISH 
DETAILS OF THE PROTOCOLS UNDER SUBSECTION (B) ON THE OPERATOR'S 
PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.
SECTION 4.  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE COMPANION DISCLOSURES.

(A)  DISCLOSURE OF NONHUMAN STATUS.--IF A REASONABLE PERSON 
INTERACTING WITH AN AI COMPANION WOULD BE MISLED TO BELIEVE THE 
PERSON IS INTERACTING WITH A HUMAN, AN OPERATOR SHALL:

(1)  ISSUE A CLEAR AND CONSPICUOUS NOTIFICATION THAT THE 
AI COMPANION IS ARTIFICIALLY GENERATED AND NOT HUMAN WITH A 
CONTINUOUS NOTIFICATION ON SCREEN FOR THE DURATION OF THE 
INTERACTION.

(2)  PROVIDE A CLEAR AND CONSPICUOUS NOTIFICATION TO THE 
USER AS FOLLOWS:

(I)  AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH INTERACTION.
(II)  AT LEAST ONCE EVERY HOUR DURING AN INTERACTION 

THAT REMINDS THE USER TO TAKE A BREAK AND THAT THE AI 
COMPANION IS ARTIFICIALLY GENERATED AND NOT HUMAN. THE 
INTERACTION SHALL BE PAUSED FOR THREE MINUTES WHILE THE 
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NOTIFICATION IS DISPLAYED.
(III)  THE NOTIFICATIONS UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL 

BE IN THE LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE USER IS INTERACTING WITH 
THE AI COMPANION.

(B)  SUITABILITY DISCLOSURE.--IF AN AI COMPANION IS OFFERED 
TO USERS THAT AN OPERATOR KNOWS OR SHOULD KNOW ARE MINORS, AN 
OPERATOR SHALL DISCLOSE TO USERS OF THE AI COMPANION PLATFORM ON 
THE APPLICATION, BROWSER OR ANY OTHER FORMAT THROUGH WHICH THE 
PLATFORM IS ACCESSED, THAT AI COMPANIONS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR 
SOME MINORS AND PROHIBIT ALL INTERACTIONS WITH THE MINOR UNLESS 
THE OPERATOR OBTAINS VERIFIABLE PARENTAL CONSENT.
SECTION 5.  SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS.

(A)  REASONABLE MEASURES.--AN OPERATOR SHALL:
(1)  FOR MINOR USERS, INSTITUTE REASONABLE MEASURES TO 

PREVENT ITS AI COMPANION FROM PRODUCING OR GENERATING:
(I)  VISUAL MATERIAL OF SEXUALLY EXPLICIT DEPICTION 

OR CONDUCT.
(II)  DIALOGUE DESCRIBING OR SIMULATING SEXUAL ACTS 

OR SEXUAL SCENARIOS.
(III)  ROLEPLAY INVOLVING SEXUAL SCENARIOS.
(IV)  CONTENT THAT ENCOURAGES, INSTRUCTS, DIRECTS, 

REQUESTS OR SUGGESTS THAT THE MINOR USER ENGAGE IN 
SEXUALLY EXPLICIT DEPICTION OR CONDUCT OR SEXUAL CONTACT 
WITH ANOTHER PERSON OR THAT THE MINOR USER PRODUCE, 
TRANSMIT OR SHARE SEXUALLY EXPLICIT IMAGES AS DEFINED IN 
18 PA.C.S. § 6321(G) (RELATING TO TRANSMISSION OF 
SEXUALLY EXPLICIT IMAGES BY MINOR).

(V)  OUTPUTS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE ISOLATION OF THE 
MINOR USER FROM FAMILY OR FRIENDS OR ENCOURAGING THE 
MINOR USER TO WITHHOLD INFORMATION FROM A PARENT OR OTHER 
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TRUSTED ADULT.
(2)  FOR ALL USERS:

(I)  PREVENT THE AI COMPANION FROM PRODUCING 
ARTIFICIALLY GENERATED CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIALS AS 
DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 6312(G) (RELATING TO SEXUAL ABUSE 
OF CHILDREN).

(II)  PREVENT THE AI COMPANION FROM CLAIMING TO BE 
HUMAN, INCLUDING WHEN ASKED DIRECTLY BY THE USER, OR 
GENERATING OUTPUT THAT REFUTES OR CONFLICTS WITH THE 
DISCLOSURE REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 4.

(B)  AGE ASSURANCE.--
(1)  PRIOR TO AN INDIVIDUAL LOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH 

HAVING ACCESS TO AN AI COMPANION, THE OPERATOR SHALL:
(I)  REQUEST AGE INFORMATION FROM THE INDIVIDUAL.
(II)  DETERMINE WHETHER THE INDIVIDUAL IS A MINOR 

USING COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE METHODS REASONABLY DESIGNED 
TO ENSURE ACCURACY, INCLUDING:

(A)  AGE INFERENCE, INCLUDING BASED ON USER 
ACCOUNT HISTORY, CONTENT ANALYSIS, BEHAVIORAL SIGNALS 
OR OTHER ALGORITHMIC OR HEURISTIC METHODS WHERE THERE 
IS SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO DETERMINE THE USER IS 
NOT A MINOR.

(B)  THE USE OF A COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE DATABASE 
THAT IS REGULARLY USED BY BUSINESSES OR GOVERNMENTAL 
ENTITIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF AGE OR IDENTITY 
ASSURANCE.

(C)  ANY COMMERCIALLY REASONABLE METHOD THAT 
RELIES ON PUBLICLY AVAILABLE DATA ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER'S VERIFIED EMAIL ADDRESS.

(2)  THE OPERATOR MAY NOT REQUIRE AN INDIVIDUAL TO 
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PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT-ISSUED IDENTIFICATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
AGE ASSURANCE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION.

(3)  IF AGE ASSURANCE DETERMINES THE INDIVIDUAL IS A 
MINOR, OBTAIN VERIFIABLE PARENTAL CONSENT BEFORE ALLOWING THE 
MINOR TO HAVE ACCESS TO AN AI COMPANION.

(4)  AN OPERATOR:
(I)  MAY ONLY USE INFORMATION OBTAINED UNDER THIS 

SUBSECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF AGE ASSURANCE, VERIFIABLE 
PARENTAL CONSENT AND DEMONSTRATING COMPLIANCE UNDER THIS 
SUBSECTION.

(II)  MAY NOT SELL, RENT, SHARE OR OTHERWISE DISCLOSE 
AGE ASSURANCE DATA TO ANY THIRD PARTY, EXCEPT TO A 
SERVICE PROVIDER PERFORMING AGE ASSURANCE UNDER A 
CONTRACT PROHIBITING FURTHER DISCLOSURE.

(III)  SHALL RETAIN DOCUMENTATION AS TO THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE OPERATOR HAS COMPLETED AGE ASSURANCE AND 
OBTAINED VERIFIABLE PARENTAL CONSENT. THE OPERATOR MAY 
DELETE THE DOCUMENTATION WHEN THE MINOR IS NO LONGER A 
MINOR OR WITHIN THE ESTABLISHED TIME FRAME BY THE 
OPERATOR FOR MAINTAINING DATA, WHICHEVER IS LATER. IN NO 
EVENT MAY PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION OBTAINED 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AGE ASSURANCE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION BE 
RETAINED LONGER THAN 24 HOURS FOLLOWING AGE ASSURANCE.

SECTION 6.  GUIDANCE AND REGULATIONS.
THE OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL MAY ISSUE GUIDANCE OR 

PROMULGATE REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THIS ACT.
SECTION 7.  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTY.

(A)  ENFORCEMENT.--THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHALL ENFORCE THIS 
ACT.

(B)  PENALTY.--AN OPERATOR IN VIOLATION OF THIS ACT SHALL BE 
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SUBJECT TO:
(1)  A CIVIL PENALTY OF NO MORE THAN $100,000 PER DAY FOR 

EACH VIOLATION.
(2)  ADDITIONAL REMEDIES THAT THE COURT DEEMS 

APPROPRIATE.
(C)  RELIEF.--UPON A SHOWING OF CAUSE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, A COURT MAY ISSUE INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AS THE 
COURT DEEMS APPROPRIATE.
SECTION 8.  REPORT.

(A)  COLLECTION OF DATA.--BEGINNING JULY 1, 2028, EACH 
OPERATOR SHALL ANNUALLY REPORT TO THE OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 
THE FOLLOWING DE-IDENTIFIED INFORMATION:

(1)  THE TOTAL NUMBER OF TIMES THE OPERATOR HAS PROVIDED 
NOTIFICATIONS TO USERS REFERRING THE USERS TO CRISIS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS UNDER SECTION 3 IN THE PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR.

(2)  PROTOCOLS PUT IN PLACE TO PREVENT AN AI COMPANION 
FROM PRODUCING SUICIDAL IDEATION OR OTHER CONTENT UNDER 
SECTION 3(B).

(3)  MEASURES PUT IN PLACE TO PROHIBIT AN AI COMPANION 
FROM PRODUCING MATERIAL UNDER SECTION 5(A).

(4)  PROCEDURES FOR AGE ASSURANCE AND OBTAINING 
VERIFIABLE PARENTAL CONSENT UNDER SECTION 5(B).
(B)  PUBLICATION.--THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHALL PUBLISH THE 

INFORMATION COLLECTED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) ON THE OFFICE OF 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.
SECTION 9.  EFFECTIVE DATE.

THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 180 DAYS.
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