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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1150 *%z°

INTRODUCED BY KULIK, MIHALEK, HILL-EVANS, GUENST, SANCHEZ,
DEASY, JOZWIAK, MARSHALL, JAMES AND GILLEN, MAY 10, 2023

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 30, 2024
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AMENDING TITLE 44 (LAW AND JUSTICE) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, IN PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS,
ESTABLISHING THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES
PROGRAM AND THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES
FUND; IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME
AND DELINQUENCY; AND MAKING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.

THIS ACT SHALL BE REFERRED TO AS "ALINA'S LAW."

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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Seetionr—3—Fhis—act—shatt—takeeffect—in—60—days—-
SECTION 1. PART I OF TITLE 44 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:
CHAPTER 9

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES

901. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

902. DEFINITIONS.

903. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES PROGRAM.

904. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES.

905. GRANTS.

906. FESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF FUND.

907. REPORTS.
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908. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

§ 901. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

THIS CHAPTER RELATES TO LOCAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION

AND SERVICES.

§ 902. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

SHALL HAVE THE MEANTINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"APPLICANT." A COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE THAT

APPLIES FOR A GRANT UNDER THE PROGRAM.

"COMMISSION." THE PENNSYILVANTIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND
DELINQUENCY .
"DOMESTIC VIOLENCE." AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 9158

(RELATING TO DEFINITIONS) .

"DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESQURCES." ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) MATERTIALS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION,

INCLUDING AUDIOVISUAL, PRINT AND INTERNET RESOURCES,

REGARDING THE PREVENTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

(2) SERVICES TO VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, INCLUDING

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) A CRISTS HOTLINE.

(IT) A SAFE HOME OR SHELTER.

(ITT) COMMUNITY EDUCATION.

(IV) COUNSELING SYSTEMS INTERVENTION AND INTERFACE.

(V) TRANSPORTATION.

(VI) THE DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS AND OTHER

EDUCATTIONAL INFORMATION, INCLUDING AUDIOVISUAL, PRINT AND

INTERNET RESOURCES.

(VIT) REFERRATL SERVICES.

(VITIT) VICTIM ASSISTANCE.
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(IX) SERVICES TO ENHANCE THE SAFETY OF VICTIMS OF

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

"FUND." THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES FUND

ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 906 (A) (RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT AND

ADMINISTRATION OF FUND).

"GRANT." A GRANT AWARDED BY THE COMMISSION UNDER THE
PROGRAM.
"PROGRAM." THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES

PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 903 (A) (RELATING TO

ESTABLTISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF PROGRAM) .

§ 903. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLTSHMENT.--THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND

SERVICES PROGRAM TS ESTABLISHED IN THE COMMISSTION TO PROVIDE

GRANTS TO COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS' OFFICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THIS CHAPTER.

(B) ADMINISTRATION.--THE COMMISSION SHALL ADMINISTER THE

PROGRAM.

§ 904. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES.

UNDER THE PROGRAM:

(1) THE COMMISSION SHALL, IN COLLABORATION WITH

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, DEVELOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES

TO BE USED BY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS' OFFICES FOR VICTIMS

OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS.

(2) THE COMMISSION MAY REVIEW AND APPROVE DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE RESOURCES FROM OTHER JURISDICTIONS, WHICH MAY BE

USED AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO, OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH, THE

DEVELOPMENT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES UNDER PARAGRAPH

(1) .

(3) A COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE MAY DEVELOP ITS

OWN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES, BUT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A
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GRANT, THE COMMISSION MUST CERTIFY THAT THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

RESOURCES ARE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THOSE DEVELOPED UNDER

PARAGRAPH (1) OR APPROVED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2).

§ 905. GRANTS.

(A) FELIGIBLE USES OF GRANTS.--GRANTS SHALL BE USED FOR THE

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES.

(B) APPLICATION.--THE COMMISSION SHALL DEVELOP AN

APPLICATION FORM FOR APPLICANTS. THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) THE APPLICATION FORM, INCLUDING DEADLINES AND

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTAL, SHALL BE POSTED ON THE PUBLICLY

ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE OF THE COMMISSION.

(2) AN APPLICANT SHALIL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

TO THE COMMISSION:

(I) THE NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE

APPLICANT.

(IT) THE AMOUNT OF THE GRANT REQUESTED.

(ITT) THE REASON FOR THE GRANT REQUEST, INCLUDING:

(A) THE SPECIFTIC DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES

THAT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED AND ADMINISTERED.

(B) THE ANTICTPATED NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS TO BE

SERVED.

(C) A SCHEDULE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES, IF APPLICABLE.

(D) AN EXPLANATION OF HOW THE GRANT WILL FULFTILL

THE PURPOSES SPECIFIED UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

(IV) ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT THE COMMISSION

REQUIRES.

(C) DETERMINATION.--WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE SUBMITTAL OF THE

APPLICATION UNDER SUBSECTION (B), THE COMMISSION SHALL DETERMINE

WHETHFR TO APPROVE OR DENY THE GRANT REQUEST, TN WHOLE OR TN
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PART.

(D) NOTICE.--UPON MAKING A DETERMINATION UNDER SUBSECTION

(C), THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE

DETERMINATION TO THE APPTLICANT. TF THE GRANT REQUEST TS DENTIED

IN WHOLE OR IN PART, THE WRITTEN NOTICE SHATLT INCLUDE THE REASON

FOR THE DENTAT.

() ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.--THE COMMISSION MAY REQUEST

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM THE APPLICANT THAT MAY BE NECESSARY

TO PROCESS THE GRANT APPLICATION, IN WHICH CASE THE

DETERMINATION DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (C) SHALL BE MADE WITHIN

60 DAYS OF THE SUBMITTAL OF THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

(F) LIMITATIONS.--

(1) GRANTS SHALL BE DISBURSED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-

SERVED BASIS DETERMINED BY THE COMMISSION AND UNTIL ALTL MONEY

IN THE FUND IS EXHAUSTED.

(2) THE COMMISSION MAY SET A CAP ON THE AMOUNT OF A

GRANT.

(3) THE COMMISSION SHALL IMPLEMENT ANY NECESSARY POLICY

OR PROCEDURE TO ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM.

(4) IN DETERMINING WHETHER TO AWARD GRANTS, THE

COMMISSION SHALL CONSIDER THE GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSTITY, NEEDS,

DEMOGRAPHICS, COUNTY CILASSIFICATION AND OTHER FINANCIAT

RESOURCES OF APPLICANTS.

§ 906. FESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF FUND.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND

SERVICES FUND IS ESTABLISHED AS A NONLAPSING FUND IN THE STATE

TREASURY TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THE PROGRAM.

(B) OPERATION. --

(1) ALL MONEY DEPOSITED INTO THE FUND AND INTEREST AND

OTHER EARNINGS ON THE MONEY IN THE FUND ARE APPROPRIATED TO
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THE COMMISSION ON A CONTINUING BASIS TO AWARD GRANTS.

(2) ANY MONEY REMAINING IN THE FUND AT THE END OF EACH

FISCAL YEAR, INCLUDING INTEREST AND OTHER EARNINGS, SHALL NOT

REVERT TO THE GENERATL FUND BUT SHATT REMATN TIN THE FUND.

(C) FUND SOURCES.--THE COMMISSION MAY SOLICIT AND ACCEPT

FUNDING FOR THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING MONEY APPROPRIATED BY THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FEDERAL MONEY, GRANTS, DONATIONS, GIFTS AND

OTHER PAYMENTS FROM ANY SOURCE, WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED INTO

THE E'UND.

(D) INTERFUND TRANSFER.--UPON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SUBSECTION, THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 SHALL BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE

GENERAL FUND TO THE FUND.

§ 907. REPORTS.

(A) SUBMITTAL.--NO LATER THAN THE AUGUST 1 THAT IS AT LEAST

ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SUBSECTION AND EACH

AUGUST 1 THEREAFTER, THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT ON THE

PROGRAM TO THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE GOVERNOR.

(2) THE CHATRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

(3) THE CHATRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(4) THE CHATIRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

(5) THE CHATIRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(B) CONTENTS.--EACH ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE NUMBER OF GRANT APPLICATIONS RECETVED UNDER THE

PROGRAM.
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(2) THE NUMBER OF GRANTS AWARDED.

(3) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF GRANTS AWARDED.

(4) THE AMOUNT OF EACH GRANT AWARDED.

(5) THE PURPOSE OR PURPOSES SERVED THROUGH THE AWARD OF

EACH GRANT.

(6) THE NUMBER OF GRANTS DENIED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART,

ALONG WITH THE REASONS FOR THE DENIATL.

(7) THE AMOUNT REMATINING IN THE FUND.

(8) ANY RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE COMMISSION TO IMPROVE THE

PROGRAM.

(C) POSTING.--EACH ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE

POSTED ON THE PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSTITE OF THE

COMMISSION.

§ 908. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT OR PROMULGATE ANY NECESSARY RULE

OR REGULATION TO IMPLEMENT, ADMINISTER AND ENFORCE THE

PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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