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Directing the removal of United States Armed Forces from hostilities in
the Republic of Niger that have not been authorized by Congress.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 6, 2023

Mr. PAUL introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

JOINT RESOLUTION

Directing the removal of United States Armed Forces from
hostilities in the Republic of Niger that have not been
authorized by Congress.

| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

2

3

4

5 (1) Congress has the sole power to declare war
6 under the War Powers Clause of section 8 of article
7 I of the Constitution of the United States.

8 (2) Niger hosts the second-largest United
9

States military presence in Africa, with more than
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1,000 members of the United States Armed Forces

in the country as of June 2023.

(3) Congress has not declared war against the
Republic of Niger or any organization or group in
Niger, nor has Congress provided a specific statu-
tory authorization for the involvement of United
States Armed Forces in the armed conflict or any
hostilities in Niger.

(4) The Authorization for Use of Military Force
(Public Law 107-40; 50 U.S.C. 1541 note) against
the perpetrators of the terror attacks on September
11, 2001, which was enacted on September 18,
2001, and the Authorization for Use of Military
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Public Law
107-243; 50 U.S.C. 1541 note), which was enacted
on October 16, 2002, do not serve as specific statu-
tory authorizations for the use of force against
Niger.

(5) Since 2013, members of the United States
Armed Forces have been introduced into hostilities
with terrorist organizations and insurgent groups in
the Republic of Niger, including through direct ex-
changes of fire with such groups.

(6) On October 4, 2017, 4 members of the

United States Armed Forces, Staff Sergeant Bryan
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Black, Staff Sergeant Jeremiah Johnson, Sergeant
La David Johnson, and Staff Sergeant Dustin
Wright, were killed in an attack by a regional Is-
lamic State affiliate near the village of Tongo Tongo
in western Niger.

(7) On December 6, 2017, members of the
United States Armed Forces engaged in a firefight
and reportedly killed 11 members of a regional Is-
lamic State affiliate in southeastern Niger.

(8) On July 26, 2023, a coup d’etat occurred
in Niger when the presidential guard detained the
duly-elected President Mohamed Bazoum, and a
military junta, the National Council for the Safe-
cuard of the Homeland, was established under the
leadership of presidential guard commander general
Abdourahamane Tchiani.

(9) The coup d’etat trigeered a regional conflict
in which the Economic Community of West African
States declared that it has chosen an undisclosed
timeframe for possible military intervention in Niger
to restore President Bazoum to power.

(10) The regional conflict resulting from the
coup d’etat threatens to involve members of the

United States Armed Forces deployed in Niger, thus
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expanding the scope and nature of United States in-
volvement in hostilities.

(11) Section 8(¢) of the War Powers Resolution
(50 U.S.C. 1547(¢)) defines the “‘introduction of
United States Armed Forces” to include “‘the as-
signment of members of such Armed Forces to com-
mand, coordinate, participate in the movement of, or
accompany the regular or irregular military forces of
any foreign country or government when such mili-
tary forces are engaged, or there exists an imminent
threat that such forces will become engaged, in hos-
tilities”. Activities that the United States Armed
Forces have conducted in Niger fall within such defi-
nition, as evidenced by direct exchanges of fire with
various terrorist organizations and insurgent groups.

(12) The Umnited States Armed Forces have
been introduced into active or imminent hostilities
within the meaning of section 4(a) of the War Pow-
ers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1543(a)).

(13) Section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution
(50 U.S.C. 1544(c)) states, “‘at any time that
United States Armed Forces are engaged in hos-
tilities outside the territory of the United States, its
possessions and territories without a declaration of

war or specific statutory authorization, such forces
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shall be removed by the President if the Congress so
directs’.

(14) Section 1013 of the Department of State
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1984 and 1985 (50
U.S.C. 1546a) provides, “[alny joint resolution or
bill [to require| the removal of United States Armed
Forces engaged in hostilities . . . without a declara-
tion of war or specific statutory authorization shall
be considered in accordance with the procedures of
section 601(b) of the International Security Assist-
ance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976” (Public
Law 94-329; 90 Stat. 765).

SEC. 2. REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM HOSTILITIES IN NIGER THAT HAVE

NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS.
Pursuant to section 1013 of the Department of State
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1984 and 1985 (50
U.S.C. 1546a) and in accordance with the provisions of
section 601(b) of the International Security Assistance
and Arms Export Control Act of 1976 (Public Law 94—
329; 90 Stat. 765), Congress hereby directs the President
to remove United States Armed Forces from hostilities in
or affecting the Republic of Niger by not later than the
date that is 30 days after the date of the adoption of this

joint resolution (unless the President requests and Con-
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oress authorizes a later date), and unless and until a dec-

laration of war or specific authorization for such use of

United States Armed Forces has been enacted.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING AUTHORIZA-

TIONS FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE.

Consistent with section 8(a)(1) of the War Powers

Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1547(a)(1)), nothing in this joint

resolution may be construed as authorizing the use of mili-

tary force.

oSJ 44 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-09-08T23:58:38-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




